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The purpose of the Fee & Refund Policy for Adoption Services is to outline services and rates for which pre-adoptive families may be responsible.  These fees may be applicable to families who are pursuing the adoptive placement of a child who is not eligible for services under Little City Foundation’s contract with the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services.  These fees also may be applicable for families seeking a Second Parent Adoption.

SCOPE

This policy applies to pre-adoptive families in the Adoption Program who seek placement of a child outside the Illinois Child Welfare System.

POLICY

It is the policy of Little City Foundation’s Adoption Program to give priority to placing children in the Illinois foster care system with waiting pre-adoptive parents.  Families accepting the placement of a child in the Illinois foster care system will incur no fees for any portion of the adoption process.  Agency costs for these adoptions are covered through a contract with the State of Illinois.

If a pre-adoptive family chooses to pursue placement of a child from another state’s child welfare system or through a private or international adoption program, fees for services provided will be charged to the family.

PROCEDURE
Families choosing to pursue placement of a child from another state or through a private or international adoption program will be responsible for payment of the following services:

Home Study
Phase I of the home study includes as many visits as necessary with all family members in order to obtain the information to complete comprehensive narrative assessment of the family’s ability to adopt and does not guarantee either a positive home study or placement of a child.  If a family determines during the home study phase that they no longer wish to pursue adoption, the Phase I fees will be refunded at a prorated rate depending on where the family is in the process.  If all interviews have been completed, Phase I fees will not be refunded.  If the family has a current home study for the purposes of foster care licensing and placement only requires updates in order for placement/ adoption to occur, family will only be charged $500 (the complete home study fee).

Post-Placement Services Fees These fees are due upon placement of a child in the home if the sending state requires more than two post-placement visits.  The number of visits and written reports by an Adoption Specialist is determined by the placing agency and sending state.

Case Management/Agency Fee These include the services provided by Little City Foundation for purposes of private adoptions which include but are not limited to up to $5,000 for our attorney fees to take custody and complete termination of biological parent’s rights, punitive father registry, and two pre-placement home visits.  This does NOT include the fees to an adoption attorney of your choosing who will finalize the adoption on your behalf.  

Report to Adoption Court The required report provided by the agency to Adoption Court that verifies the home has been assessed for adoption and the adoption of the specific child is in the child’s best interest.  This fee is due prior to the release of the Court Report/Investigatory Report and prior to adoption finalization.  
Families will also be responsible for their own travel costs associated with pre-placement visitation. Fees may be waived for interstate placements if the state placing the child agrees to enter into a purchase of service (POS) contract with Little City Foundation.  Families may also be reimbursed for these services through the sending state’s Adoption Assistance Program.  Little City Foundation Adoption Staff will assist families in applying for these services and negotiating an Adoption Assistance Agreement.

Families will be given a copy of the current rates and will be asked to sign an acknowledgement and agreement to pay the fees.  Fees must be paid prior to services being provided and/or reports being released.

	
	Private In State Adoption Agency Fees
	Child Welfare Interstate Adoptions

	Home Study Phase I
	$1,500
	$1,500

	Complete Home Study
	$500
	$500

	Case Management/Agency Fee
	$7,500+
	N/A

	Post Placement Service Fees
	N/A
	$250 per visit after first two visits

	Report to Adoption Court
	$500
	$500

	Total
	$10,000+
	$2,750+


*Additional fees will only be charged if attorney fees in private adoptions exceed $5,000 and if in Interstate adoptions the sending state requires more than 2 post placement visits.

As a not-for-profit organization, Little City Foundation makes every effort to keep adoption a financially accessible option for building your family and will work with you over the course of your placement before the adoption is finalized to establish a payment schedule and keep families aware of any additional fees that may occur.

All fees are subject to change and effected families will be notified of such changes so that they can make an informed decision.
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