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The purpose of the Agency Standards for Witnessing Final & Irrevocable Surrenders is to ensure that biological parents surrendering their parental rights shall receive counseling prior to their final decision. 

SCOPE

This policy applies to all biological parents who are willingly considering surrendering their parental rights.    

POLICY

It is the policy of Little City Foundation to ensure that biological parents considering surrendering their rights are provided with a face to face counseling session with a qualified agency counselor (i.e. one of the accepted human services degrees listed in Rule 401 Appendix G, and have specific experience, knowledge and training regarding the voluntary termination of parental rights, and adoption in general, as documented in their personnel files) at least 24 hours prior to signing the Final and Irrevocable Surrenders. 

PROCEDURE

The Little City Foundation adoption worker shall ensure that an agency Clinical Program Specialist (CPS) or contracted therapist is assigned to meet with the biological parents at least 24 hours prior to the biological parents surrendering their parental rights.  If this is not possible, the CPS/therapist shall document in detail the efforts Little City Foundation made to offer counseling to the birth parent and the reason the parent did not participate in such counseling.

The counseling session shall include both biological parents whenever possible and will include a portion devoted to individual counseling for each biological parent. If one biological parent cannot attend the session, his or her absence shall be noted in the record with detailed reasons regarding why that person is absent. In addition, in situations where both biological parents are not available to attend the session, the agency must document what efforts were made to contact and persuade the absent parent, accommodate the parent's schedule, offer alternative arrangements, or make any other accommodations that would result in the parent’s participation. 

During the counseling session, the CPS/therapist will focus on the following topics: 

· key issues regarding consents and surrenders to adoption with the birth parents, including a careful and thorough reading of the Birth Parents' Rights and Responsibilities form in his or her preferred language

· Consideration by the biological parent of whether, after weighing alternatives, adoption is the best choice for his or her child and for himself or herself.

· That the biological parent has considered the intention and purpose of the consent or surrender, after reading and hearing his/her rights read in his or her preferred language.

· There has been discussion that when biological parents sign consents or surrenders, it will be his or her free and voluntary act.

· Whether the biological parent has been threatened or pressured by the agency, adoptive parent(s), or by any other person or party to place her or his child for adoption.

· Whether all of the biological parents questions regarding the consent or surrender to adoption have been answered.

· Whether the biological parent clearly understands that he or she is under no obligation to sign the consent or surrender, even though he or she may have received financial and emotional support.

· Whether the biological parent is free of the influence of drugs and alcohol and whether he/she is currently being treated for any mental health condition or taking any medication that could affect his/her judgment in making an adoption decision.

· The biological parent that he or she understands that his/her decision is final once a consent or surrender is signed, that the parent cannot change his/her mind after signing, and that the consent or surrender cannot be rescinded, cancelled or revoked.

· The birth parent has been informed that he/she can take as much time as needed to think about his/her decision prior to signing the consent or surrender, and that additional counseling sessions can be arranged, if requested or desired. If the child is born prior to signing a consent or surrender, the biological parents must make appropriate provisions for the custody of the child. The agency may assist by providing temporary care for the child.

· The biological parent has been informed that any agreement made with adoptive parents about post-adoption contact (open-closed spectrum) is not legally binding.

· The counselor has discussed with the biological parent that his or her signature on a surrender and or consent is final and irrevocable.

A written counseling session summary must be included in every biological parent's file. The summary must include: 

· Date of session(s)

· Basic demographic information

· Current life situation, birth parent's relationship with other birth parent

· Reasons for placement, discussion of adoption issues

· The key issues identified and addressed in the session and documented by checklist or narrative

 


 





































































































