[image: image2.png]5

LITTLE
CITY

FOUNDATION






[image: image3.jpg]Bt Yo





Little City Foundation




 Policies & Procedures

	Subject:                                                                                                                                    Policy # 

  ADOPTION-PRE-PLACEMENT SERVICES                                                                 ADP 2

  Cross Reference DCFS Policy 401.500

[image: image1.png]O
LITTLE
CITY

FOUNDATION



Approved:                      Issued:                         Revised:                                                          Page:             
     10/99                            02/04; 02/05; 1/10                                            1 of 2


                                                              Date Reviewed

[image: image2.png] 

PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that adoption services provided by Little City Foundation comply with DCFS Rule 401 section 401.500 as well any State and federal laws concerning adoption proceedings.   

SCOPE

This policy applies to all children, birth parents, pre-adoptive families, and relative caregivers in the Adoption Program.

POLICY

It is the policy of Little City Foundation’s Adoption Program to provide services that assure that placements of children for adoption are made in the best interest of the children and are selected to meet the needs of the child at the time of placement and as the child grows and develops.  Additionally, that no child, birth parent, foster parent or prospective adoptive parent is discriminated on basis of race, religion, gender or ethnicity.  Little City Foundation accomplishes this by offering a comprehensive service array to children, birth parents, pre-adoptive families, and relative caregivers in order to ensure stability in the placement and to achieve permanency.  Services that will be provided will depend upon the level and type of placement, the permanency goal of the child, and resources available.

PROCEDURE

The services listed below will be available to all families of the Adoption Program based on the needs of the child and level of placement (traditional vs. specialized) and funding source:   

(
Pre-service training will be offered to all families prior to licensure that includes DCFS PRIDE pre-service, Educational Advocacy, and Little City Foundation’s specialized pre-licensure curriculum   

(
Licensing and home-study assessment services and supervision of pre-adoptive and relative homes

(
Ongoing pre-adoptive parent training

(
Matching, pre-placement visitation and other placement services to ensure appropriateness of match of child’s needs to family’s capabilities

(
Court representation and advocacy

(
Counseling

(
School advocacy

(
Respite (for children in the specialized contract only)

(
Coordination of all services/case management and advocacy for children

(
Assessment and service planning

(
Completion of Adoption Assistance Application 

(
Clinical services to address behavioral, emotional, and cognitive needs

( 
Post-adoption consultation

( 
Resource and post-adoption referral services

( 
24 hour on-call emergency assistance

The quantity and intensity of services will depend upon the whether the child is a ward of the state of Illinois and in traditional vs. specialized care; or based upon the agreement between the sending state if other than Illinois; or based on the contract between the guardian and/or pre-adoptive family if a private adoption.

Services are also provided in order to assist in achieving the permanency goal of reunification and to maintain family ties when appropriate:

· Counseling for birth parents to assist in rectifying the reasons why the child was placed in foster care

· Referral to, and monitoring of, all services recommended to assist the parent in reunifying with their child

· Visitation between the child and the birth parent, based on the recommendations of the service plan

· Visitation between siblings in separate placements at least twice monthly, unless contraindicated

Little City Foundation is bound by the rules and procedures of DCFS, and is responsible to ensure that all of the needs of each pre-adoptive child are being met, and that reasonable efforts are made to achieve permanency in the time frames dictated by DCFS and juvenile court policy, and that the legal rights of all interested parities are protected throughout the adoption process. 

 


 





































































































