Honors Abound
Little City celebrates efforts of Board members George, Samson, other supporters at Annual Dinner

In a night of moving speeches and light-hearted fun, Little City Foundation honored six individuals and one company at its 49th Annual Awards Dinner, held at the elegant Fairmont Chicago Hotel on Friday, Nov. 14.

Longtime Board member Jack George of Western Springs started the evening on a high note, as he received a standing ovation from the crowd of nearly 500 attendees for being named the Sidney L. Port Legacy of Distinction Award for his 32 years of dedicated service to Little City. A partner in the Chicago-based law firm Daley & George, Jack was presented with a “Tree of Life” sculpture, created by one of Little City’s artists.

Another standing ovation went to Deerfield resident Rob Samson, who was named the new Honorary Mayor of Little City and presented with the “key” to Little City. Rob is also a dedicated Board member who is a Managing Director for Wachovia Securities. He pledged to continue to enhance the name and reputation of Little City during his yearlong term.


Others who were honored during the evening were DeFranco Plumbing, of Palatine, with the Little City Partnership Award; and Spirit of Inukshuk Award winners Ron Buch of Northwest Community Hospital; Dr. Brian Chicoine of Arlington Heights and Dr. Dennis McGuire of Park Ridge, both with Advocate Lutheran General Hospital; and Michael Piazza, a Little City staff person who was honored posthumously for his efforts to greatly expand the Studio Arts Program.

Kathy Brock, the talented co-anchor for Chicago’s ABC 7 News, again served as the mistress of ceremonies. Her presence sparked comments by the speakers about what channel they watched for the evening news. Naturally, everyone said they watched Channel 7, drawing chuckles from the crowd.


The evening was a great success for Little City and its artists, who exhibited and sold nearly 30 pictures, as well as other items created by The Center for the Arts program. An expansive silent auction, with more than 120 items, also helped raise thousands of dollars for Little City.

Our congratulations and thanks to chairpersons Dana Gerber Poncher of Deerfield, Eleni Bousis of Northbrook and Daniel N. Luber of Lake Forest for leading such a successful evening.


Little City is also extremely grateful to presenting sponsor Lawson Products, which helped produce a video about Little City for the evening, designed and created the Program Book, posters as well as providing extensive financial support for the Awards Dinner. Other major sponsors were Daley & George, Wachovia Securities, Jimmy and Eleni Bousis, and A. Finkl & Sons Co.
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