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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

little city foundation to host 49TH aNNUAL aWARDS dinner 
Agency to honor individuals with ‘huge hearts of compassion’ for people with disabilities


Palatine, IL, Oct. 28, 2008 – Little City Foundation will honor six individuals and one company for their longtime dedication and efforts to help people with intellectual and developmental disabilities at the agency’s 49th Annual Awards Dinner on Nov. 14, the organization announced today.

“These are people who have given many years of their life and devoted their work to improving the lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities,” said Shawn Jeffers, Executive Director of Little City Foundation. “They are dedicated individuals who have huge hearts of compassion for people with disabilities, and we are privileged to honor them for their efforts.”
Tickets are currently available for the Little City Annual Awards Dinner, which will be held at The Fairmont Chicago hotel. Entertainment and dancing will be part of this year’s dinner, which will start at 6 p.m.

To purchase tickets or for more information, contact Phyllis Shipbaugh of Little City Foundation at 847-221-7892 or by email at pshipbaugh@littlecity.org. Information is also available on Little City’s website at www.littlecity.org.

The 2008 honorees are:

John J. George – Mr. George will receive the “Sidney L. Port Legacy of Distinction Award” for his longtime service to the organization. He is the second longest continuing member of the Little City Foundation Board of Directors, having served in various capacities since 1976. George currently assists as the Board’s general counsel and as a member of the Board’s Executive and Board Affairs committees. He is a partner in the Chicago law firm of Daley & George. The award is named after the longtime businessman and philanthropist who was also a longtime supporter of Little City before passing away in 2007. George is a resident of Western Springs.
Robert J. Samson – Mr. Samson has been named the “Honorary Mayor” of Little City Foundation. The Mayor award is reserved for a current Board member who has made a significant difference in the lives of the children and adults with developmental disabilities at Little City and the organization as a whole. Samson is Managing Director with Wachovia Securities, LLC, for the North Shore/Northwest Market. He is a resident of Deerfield.

Brian Chicoine, M.D., and Dennis McGuire, Ph.D. – Dr. Chicoine and Mr. McGuire will receive the “Spirit of Inukshuk Award,” which is named after primitive, magnificent figures of stone that were erected along North America’s shores to guide travelers on a safe journey. The two men are the founding directors of the Adult Down Syndrome Center at Advocate Lutheran General Hospital. Dr. Chicoine is the Medical Director of the center, and McGuire has served on the staff since the center’s founding in 1992.  Dr. Chicoine is a resident of Arlington Heights, and McGuire is a resident of Oak Park.
Ron Buch – Mr. Buch will also receive a “Spirit of Inukshuk Award” for his dedicated service to the community and Little City. He is the Executive Director of Community Health and Outreach at Northwest Community Hospital. Buch has served for more than 33 years in his role of community health advocacy on behalf of Northwest Community Hospital, and was instrumental in helping launch a health care facility for people with disabilities at Little City’s campus in Palatine. He is a resident of Huntley.

Michael Piazza – Mr. Piazza, who passed away in 2005, will be awarded posthumously with a Spirit of Inukshuk Award. Mr. Piazza was the founder of the Little City arts program, which has won numerous awards over the years. His wife Laura continues to lead the Design Studio, which is part of The Center for the Arts at Little City.
DeFranco Plumbing, Inc. – A Palatine-based firm, DeFranco Plumbing, Inc., will receive the City Partnership Award from Little City. DeFranco Plumbing is a strong supporter of Little City, providing tens of thousands of dollars in donated services to build and repair facilities at Little City and the organization’s community-based homes in the surrounding suburbs. The company was founded in 1980 by CEO Ed DeFranco and now includes his sons Todd and Troy as the primary officers of the business.
About Little City
Established in 1959, Little City Foundation is committed to developing innovative and personalized programs to fully assist and empower people with disabilities in all stages of life. Little City offers a variety of residential options for children and adults, as well as vocational and employment opportunities. Programs and services include a special needs foster care and adoption program; in-home support to families raising a child with developmental disabilities; a Thrift Store that provides employment for people with disabilities; and an award-winning Center for the Arts program that features visual, performance, media and fabric arts.
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