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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

lutheran general’s chicoine, mCguire to be honored

by little city foundation at annual dinner


Palatine, IL, Sept. 3, 2008 – The Little City Foundation Awards Selection Committee has selected Brian Chicoine, M.D., and Dennis McGuire, Ph.D., both with Advocate Lutheran General Hospital in Park Ridge, as recipients of the “Spirit of Inukshuk Award,” the committee announced today.
The award is the most prestigious honor the agency bestows each year to people who dedicate their career to making a significant difference in the lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Both Chicoine, of Arlington Heights, and McGuire, of Oak Park, will be honored at Little City’s 47th Annual Dinner, which will be held Friday, Nov. 14, at The Fairmont Chicago hotel.

Chicoine and McGuire were chosen for the award because of their leadership and dedication to helping people with Down syndrome. Chicoine is the Medical Director of the innovative Adult Down Syndrome Center at Advocate Lutheran General Hospital. Both he and McGuire were founding directors of the program in 1992, and both continue to work for the program.

“Doctor Chicoine and Doctor McGuire have literally impacted hundreds of lives with their work at the Adult Down Syndrome Center, providing comprehensive and holistic community-based healthcare services,” said Shawn Jeffers, Executive Director of Little City. “Their efforts have enabled many teenagers and adults to move beyond the stigma of their developmental disability and enabled them to live productive and dignified lives.”
The Spirit of Inukshuk Award is named after primitive, magnificent figures of stone that were erected by the Inuit people along North America’s most northern shores. The traditional meaning of Inukshuk is to act as a guide for a safe journey, and the stone images were built to show travelers the way ahead and to point them in the direction they should go.


“We are very honored to receive this award, but we do so on behalf of our entire team at the Adult Down Syndrome Center,” said Dr. Chicoine, who is the Medical Director for the center. “Our mission is to enhance the well being of people with Down syndrome through compassionate and comprehensive healthcare. We accept this award as a gesture that we are on the right track.”
Tickets are currently available for the Little City Annual Dinner. To purchase tickets or for more information, contact Phyllis Shipbaugh at Little City Foundation at 847-221-7892 or by email at pshipbaugh@littlecity.org.

About Little City
Established in 1959, Little City Foundation is committed to developing innovative and personalized programs to fully assist and empower people with disabilities in all stages of life. Little City offers a variety of residential options for children and adults, as well as vocational and employment opportunities. Programs and services include a special needs foster care and adoption program; in-home support to families raising a child with developmental disabilities; a Thrift Store that provides employment for people with disabilities; and an award-winning Center for the Arts program that features visual, performance, media and fabric arts.

About Advocate Lutheran General Hospital 

Advocate Lutheran General Hospital is a 617-bed teaching, research and referral hospital, a Level I trauma center, and one of the largest hospitals in the Chicago area. It also is home to Advocate Lutheran General Children's Hospital, the only children's hospital in the greater north and northwest suburban region of Chicago and a major regional referral center for a broad range of infant and pediatric services.

Lutheran General has been recognized 10 times as one of the 100 Top Hospitals and 15 top major teaching hospitals in the country. Since 1999, Lutheran General has been rated by US News & World Report as being one of America's Best Hospitals, and received “top 50 in the nation” rankings for medical excellence and advanced capabilities in many specialties.

Lutheran General is the only hospital in the state and one of just 17 in the country recognized by the Hospital Quality Alliance as having better-than-the-national average results for patients with heart attacks.  In addition, the hospital is certified as a primary stroke center by the Joint Commission in recognition of its exceptional outcomes for these patients.

Lutheran General Hospital is part of Oak Brook-based Advocate Health Care, which is the largest health care provider in Illinois and one of the nation's top health care systems. 
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