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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NORTHWEST COMMUNITY HOSPITAL’S RON BUCH to be honored

by little city foundation at annual dinner

Palatine, IL, Sept. 3, 2008 – The Little City Foundation Awards Selection Committee has selected Ron Buch, Executive Director of Community Health and Outreach at Northwest Community Hospital, as a recipient of the “Spirit of Inukshuk Award,” the committee announced today.
The award is the most prestigious honor the agency bestows each year to people who dedicate their career to making a significant difference in the lives of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

Buch, a resident of Huntley, will be honored at Little City’s 47th Annual Dinner, which will be held Friday, Nov. 14, at The Fairmont Chicago hotel.

Buch was chosen for the award for his 33 years of community health advocacy on behalf of Northwest Community Hospital. Buch began his affiliation with Northwest Community Hospital in 1975 when he started the first chaplaincy program at the hospital. Buch is also an ordained Lutheran minister.

In his various roles, Buch has worked with numerous agencies that serve people with developmental disabilities, including Little City Foundation. He was instrumental in Northwest Community Hospital’s recent announcement that it will help develop a health clinic for people with disabilities at Little City’s campus in Palatine.
“Ron has touched the lives of literally thousands of people, either directly or indirectly,” said Shawn Jeffers, Executive Director of Little City. “He has tirelessly worked for better health care for the people who live and work in the northwest suburbs, including those with developmental disabilities.”
The Spirit of Inukshuk Award is named after primitive, magnificent figures of stone that were erected by the Inuit people along North America’s most northern shores. The traditional meaning of Inukshuk is to act as a guide for a safe journey, and the stone images were built to show travelers the way ahead and to point them in the direction they should go.


“The people of Little City have held a special place in my heart for many years, and I am very honored to receive this award,” Buch said. “At the same time, this is also a tribute to Northwest Community Hospital and its many efforts to reach out to the communities it serves.”
Tickets are currently available for the Little City Annual Dinner. To purchase tickets or for more information, contact Phyllis Shipbaugh at Little City Foundation at 847-221-7892 or by email at pshipbaugh@littlecity.org.

About Little City
Established in 1959, Little City Foundation is committed to developing innovative and personalized programs to fully assist and empower people with disabilities in all stages of life. Little City offers a variety of residential options for children and adults, as well as vocational and employment opportunities. Programs and services include a special needs foster care and adoption program; in-home support to families raising a child with developmental disabilities; a Thrift Store that provides employment for people with disabilities; and an award-winning Center for the Arts program that features visual, performance, media and fabric arts.
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