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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NORTHWEST COMMUNITY HOSPITAL TO DEVELOP HEALTH CLINIC

FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AT LITTLE CITY FOUNDATION
Palatine, IL, June 18, 2008 – Northwest Community Hospital and Little City Foundation today announced they have formed a partnership that will create a health clinic for people with disabilities on Little City’s Palatine campus.

The clinic will initially be used to treat the 350 children and adult residents with intellectual and developmental disabilities at Little City. Eventually, the clinic will be available to anyone with developmental disabilities.
Northwest Community Hospital (NCH) will become the healthcare provider for Little City before the end of the year. Improvements will begin immediately to Little City’s existing health facility, located near the front of the campus. Eventually, the building or possibly even a totally new structure on campus will become a fully functioning health clinic.

 “This is truly a historic moment,” said Shawn Jeffers, Executive Director of Little City, during a formal announcement of the agreement at a special forum held at Little City’s Palatine campus. “I want to truly thank Northwest Community Hospital for its vision, its passion and most of all, for its heart for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.”
Under the agreement between Little City and NCH, the nurses who currently work for Little City will become employees of the hospital. The nurses provide much of the direct care on campus and at the agency’s community integrated living arrangement (CILA) homes in the northwest suburbs, and they will continue to perform the same duties under the new agreement.
 “This is not only an investment in Little City and its residents, but the community as well,” said Bruce Crowther, President and CEO of NCH. “Our plan is to establish this clinic and make it available not only for residents of Little City, but for people with disabilities throughout this area.

“The care for people with disabilities has greatly improved over the years, but the access to services still remains limited,” Crowther said. “We hope this clinic will just be the first step in establishing better access to healthcare for people with disabilities.”
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The launching of the clinic is especially pleasing to Jeffers and Little City staff, who have been working diligently during the last several years to make it happen.
“We are always vitally concerned about the health of our residents,” Jeffers said. “This clinic will provide our residents with excellent non-emergency healthcare at their doorsteps, and enable our residents to be served by doctors who are familiar with their health histories.”

About Little City
Established in 1959, Little City Foundation is committed to developing innovative and personalized programs to fully assist and empower people with disabilities in all stages of life. Little City offers a variety of residential options for children and adults, as well as vocational and employment opportunities. Programs and services include a special needs foster care and adoption program; in-home support to families raising a child with developmental disabilities; a Thrift Store that provides employment for people with disabilities; and an award-winning Center for the Arts program that features visual, performance, media and fabric arts.

About Northwest Community Hospital
Founded in 1959, Northwest Community Hospital includes the Busse Center for Specialty Medicine, Day Surgery Center, Home Healthcare Services, Mobile Dental Clinic, Schaumburg Imaging Center, Wellness Center, Youth Center, three Treatment Centers and five physician office locations. An experienced team of 1,000 doctors, 4,000 employees and 800 volunteers offers the best in advanced technologies, patient safety, family comfort and compassionate care. The 488-bed hospital in Arlington Heights serves 30,000 inpatients and 370,000 outpatients each year. Northwest Community made Fortune magazine’s 2006 and 2007 lists of the “100 Best Companies to Work For” and holds the prestigious Magnet designation for nursing excellence.

- 30 -

