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LITTLE CITY HONORS ILLINOIS EXTENSION’S AMYSUE MERTENS 
Efforts to Launch New Garden Earns Mertens First ‘Mayor’s Council’ Award
Palatine, IL, March 6, 2008 – Little City Foundation recently honored University of Illinois Extension’s AmySue Mertens with the agency’s first “Mayor’s Council” award for her efforts to help launch a major gardening program at Little City’s campus in Palatine.

The award was presented to Mertens at the foundation’s recent Board of Directors meeting held in Chicago. Presenting her with the award were Sid Liebenson, board member and the Honorary Mayor of Little City, and Fred G. Lebed, president of the Board of Directors.
Mertens was selected for the award for her “vision and determination to help Little City develop a very successful outdoor gardening program last summer,” said Fred G. Lebed, Board President of Little City Foundation. “Her efforts to recruit Illinois Extension staff with expertise in horticulture to train Little City residents and staff and her oversight of the project were a true gift to our agency.”
Thanks to Mertens’ efforts, Little City enjoyed a flourishing garden last summer, which included growing more than a hundred pumpkins for the agency’s inaugural Pumpkin Festival held last October. Many other vegetables were grown as well and used for meals at Little City or sold to the public.

Most importantly, the development of an outdoor garden enabled several Little City residents to be employed as gardeners, allowing them to learn the intricacies of caring for a garden and the importance of growing vegetables. Little City intends to expand the garden program even more this year.

 “It has been rewarding to support such a dedicated group of people and pull together a truly holistic approach to this work,” Mertens said. “Not only have we begun a garden in the tens of thousands of square feet, but each resident of Little City has benefited in some way from this venture. I look forward to growing future gardens with not only vegetables, but community development, economic development, nutrition, and employment opportunities for Little City.”

The Mayor’s Council award was created this year to honor people and organizations that provide a continuous and direct support to Little City’s campus in Palatine.

About Little City
Established in 1959, Little City Foundation is committed to developing innovative and personalized programs to fully assist and empower people with disabilities in all stages of life. Little City offers a variety of residential options for children and adults, as well as vocational and employment opportunities. Programs and services include a special needs foster care and adoption program; in-home support to families raising a child with developmental disabilities; a Thrift Store that provides employment for people with disabilities; and an award-winning Center for the Arts program that features visual, performance, media and fabric arts.
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