FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 




CONTACT: Rick Johnson

Tuesday, November 6, 2007 




PHONE: 847-221-7831

 Shirley R. Madigan to Receive Little City Foundation’s 2007 Spirit of Inukshuk Award
Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan to Present Award
Palatine, IL - Shirley R. Madigan, chairperson of the Illinois Arts Council, will receive the 2007 Spirit of Inukshuk Award from Little City Foundation (LCF) for her efforts to support people with disabilities. Ms. Madigan will be presented with the inaugural Spirit of Inukshuk Award by her daughter, Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan, at Little City Foundation’s 46th Annual Dinner, which will be held Nov. 16 at 6 p.m. at The Standard Club, 320 S. Plymouth Court, in Chicago.

The Spirit of Inukshuk Award was created by Little City this year to honor individuals for their outstanding service and support to a community or civic organization. The award also focuses on leaders who have chosen to assist others in reaching their goals and attaining their vision.
The Inukshuk (IN-OOK-SHOOK) were primitive, magnificent figures of stone, which were erected by the Inuit people along North America’s most northern shores. The traditional meaning of Inukshuk is to act as a guide for a safe journey, and the stone images were built to show travelers the way ahead and pointing them in the direction they should go.
“Ms. Madigan’s dedication to Little City through the support of the Illinois Arts Council and her advocacy on behalf of children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities exemplifies the true spirit of Inukshuk – a guide for a safe journey,” said LCF President Fred Lebed.

“Ms. Madigan was selected by Little City’s 40-person voluntary board of directors,” said Shawn Jeffers, Executive Director of the nonprofit organization. “The creative abilities of our residents showcase the freedom of expression by people with disabilities, and Shirley Madigan’s recognition of The Center for the Arts at Little City through the Illinois Arts Council helps us with the necessary funding to keep this award-winning program thriving at Little City.”
Ms. Madigan has led the Illinois Arts Council as Chairperson for 22 of her 30 years of involvement with the organization. During her time leading the Illinois Arts Council, Ms. Madigan has established numerous arts and music programs and festivals, served on the steering committee for the National Endowment for the Arts’ Arts in Education and similar programs, organized the Southwest Arts & Cultural Council, as well as many other cultural events for the community.

Ms. Madigan also has been honored many times for her work on behalf of the arts, including the Sidney R. Yates Lifetime Achievement Award from the Illinois Arts Alliance. Ms. Madigan has served and continues to serve as a volunteer with various schools and universities, hospitals, domestic violence and homeless shelters, as well as with the American Red Cross, United Way, Boys & Girls Clubs, Girl Scouts of America, Urban Gateways and other organizations.

“I am deeply honored to receive this award from Little City Foundation,” said Ms. Madigan. “The Center for the Arts has provided so many children and adults with the opportunity to give voice to their creative abilities, and Little City has shown the empowering force the arts can be in a person’s life. The arts are the bridge between that which we dream and that which we achieve.”
Proceeds from the Annual Dinner benefit Little City’s many programs and services for its residents and clients. Little City’s commitment to create innovative programs that are in-step with the changing needs of its residents has given rise to the actualization of programs such as The Center for the Arts, which provides opportunities for artistic expression through media arts, studio, fashion design, performing arts, children’s art programs, art exhibitions and community outreach.
Established in 1959, Little City remains committed to developing innovative and personalized programs to fully assist and empower people with disabilities in all stages of life. Little City offers a variety of residential options for children and adults, as well as vocational and employment opportunities, a special needs foster care and adoption program, in-home support to families raising a child with developmental disabilities, and an award-winning Center for the Arts that features visual, performance, media and fabric arts.

For more information on the dinner or to book a reservation, please call 847.221.7892 or visit www.littlecity.org.
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