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Dana Gerber Poncher to Co-Chair

Little City Foundation’s 2007 Annual Dinner 

Chicago, IL – Deerfield resident Dana Gerber Poncher is serving as co-chair for Little City Foundation’s (LCF) 46th Annual Dinner, which will be held Nov. 16 at 6 p.m. at The Standard Club, 320 S. Plymouth Court, in Chicago. Thirty percent of LCF’s annual revenues come from private donations and fundraisers like the annual dinner, which is one of Little City’s largest fundraising events.

In its 48th year, Little City provides care, education, training and housing to children and adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Little City’s expansive campus in Palatine affords residents with the opportunity to enjoy meaningful, productive and dignified lives. 
“When I was growing up, my family came out to Little City almost monthly to play with the kids and do art projects,” Poncher recalls. “My father was on the board for over 20 years. He wanted his children to have fun, but he also intended for us to learn that not everyone lives an unencumbered life, or has a perfect situation, or looks the same. He wanted us to understand that everyone needs love, and needs to play, and that they should not be stared at or judged.
“Today, my desire as a board member is to help Little City to be healthy and thrive, and I also want my children to learn the same life lessons I did. Hopefully, one day they will follow in my shoes and volunteer at Little City as well,” said Poncher.

Poncher joined the board of directors for LCF in 1998. She has served as development chair and now serves as special events chair on the development committee. A devoted board member for LCF, Poncher also serves on the special projects committee and the board affairs committee. Poncher is currently working with the human resources department at the University of Illinois at Chicago running their events.

“There are many good charitable organizations that care for people with disabilities,” said Poncher. “I chose Little City, because I saw how it empowered its residents. Often, organizations only treat the disability. Little City treats everyone with a comprehensive approach, providing recreation, learning, vocational and many other programs that allow the residents to develop as individuals.”
Established in 1959, Little City remains committed to developing innovative and personalized programs to fully assist and empower people with disabilities in all stages of life. Little City offers a variety of residential options for children and adults, as well as vocational and employment opportunities, a special needs foster care and adoption program, in-home support to families raising a child with developmental disabilities, and an award-winning Center for the Arts that features visual, performance, media and fabric arts.

For more information on the dinner or to book a reservation, please call 847.221.7892 or visit www.littlecity.org.
