The Center for the Arts at Little Foundation has at Summer Musical Workshop called Concert Switch for area teens 

Little City Foundation in partnership with After School matters will be sponsoring a music class for teens with physical or developmental disabilities. The Goal of the class is to create a musical group that is inclusive across the board. Using computer technology the idea is simple.  According to instructor Bonnie Tipton, “We program the notes of the scale, and even short riffs and passages, to go with electric switches. Anyone who understands electricity knows that hitting the switch, say to a lamp, and actually closes the circuit, allowing the electricity to continue to flow, thus providing the power needed to light the light bulb. This switch technology is essentially the same. The teen hits the switch on cue with whatever part of the body works best for him or her, thus sending the signal to the box, which translates it to the software, thus producing whatever sound we've programmed in for that particular number. It's very similar to a hand-bell group, where each member takes responsibility for one or two bells and waits for their notes.” The teens will develop a better sense of acuity and response. There is a great deal of responsibility involved in being part of such a group and a real sense of teamwork is needed and required. Teens will also become better musicians. A public performance will occur at Berger Park at the end of the six weeks

The class will meet at Little City Foundation, 700 North Sacramento Ave. from 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM starting July 9 to August 17. Teens accepted into the program will be paid a stipend of up to $65 a week. There are also openings for two disabled or non-disabled interns who will be junior or seniors in high school who will be paid $7.50 an hour. 

For more information and an application please contact Corinne M. Pierog, Center for the Arts Director at (847) 221-7888, or email at cpierog@littlecity.org
